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Carl Witte dies at age 69 

By far the most significant event of 

this last year has been the death of 

my father, Carl Witte, on October 7, 

2003.  Dad was in excellent health 

right up to his death.  He was work-

ing down in his woods when he had 

a fatal heart attack.   

My mother has been doing as well 

as can be expected under the 

circumstances and we see each 

other every week.  I make it to the 

house in Harrison to help out with 

bills or to clean or just hang out on 

the weekends.  I think it helps both 

of us. 

My father was a wonderful man.  

He loved his family, he could fix or 

build anything, he had more inter-

ests than me (hard to believe), he 

kept busier than any other person I 

have ever known and he had a kind 

and generous heart.   Dad always 

had time to help anyone who asked 

as well as a lot of people who 

didn’t.  I miss him more than words 

can say.  He was my mentor, my 

friend and my hero. 

Please feel free to read more 

about my dad on my website at 

http://www.wittelaw.com/personal/ 

indiansummer.htm 

Allison 

acts up 

His first 

granddaugh-

ter, our Alli-

son, now 11, 

continued 

her budding 

acting career 

in the Lansing 

Christian High 

production of 

“The Sound 

of Music.”   

She per-

formed very 

convincingly as a member of the 

chorus.   

 Allie’s looks have changed quite 

a bit now that she is wearing glasses.  

Being the child of two people who 

are blind as 

bats, I guess 

we had to 

expect this.   

Allie came 

with Jake 

and me to 

the Corvair 

Nationals in 

Carlisle, 

Pennsylva-

nia.  She is 

very excited 

about going 

next year 

because the 

event will be held in Lexington, Ken-

tucky, horse capital of the world.  

Allie is still a huge horse buff.  If you 

have a horse that needs to be rid-

den or cared for, give her a call. 

Allie started fifth grade this year, 

and has Miss Vince, the same 

teacher Jake had.  Allie is enjoying 

school and reads constantly.  She 

usually checks out a huge stack of 

books at the library every week and 

consumes them like water.   

Allison is bright, creative, strong-

willed and independent.  When 

something is important to her she is 

very capable.  

The aliens attack 

And then there is Jacob.  Jake is 

twelve this year and in seventh 

grade, his second year of junior 

high.  In a few short months we will 

have a teenager.   

Jake does have a streak of the 

wild man to him.  He writes very, ah, 

imaginative stories.  I’m trying to 

encourage him to feature fewer 

slavering aliens in his stories and to 

I looked over my list of nice people.  They were boring.  Now, the naughty ones…ho, ho ho!!! 
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use his powers for good, not evil.  

Jake managed to break his 

arm this fall, sidelining him for 

soccer and basketball, to his 

great disappointment.    

Jake made some weird 

home videos with his friends 

this year.   Great hilarity 

was had by all.   

Jake says that the most 

fun he had this year was 

the trip to Pennsylvania 

for the Corvair Nation-

als.  Even if there 

weren’t any horses 

there. 

The 

adventures of 

Caitlin 

Caty is in eve-

ry-day kinder-

garten this year 

with Mrs. Car-

penter and 

doing very 

well.  She is 

friends with 

a number 

of girls, 

and is 

always 

happy to go to 

school. 

She has been making great pro-

gress in her reading.  Before long 

she’ll be buried in books all the time 

like her siblings. 

Caitlin has been playing soccer 

like her brothers and has been hav-

ing a great time.  She chases the 

ball with great enthusiasm and does 

an excellent job of staying in her 

zone.   

For Christmas vacation we are 

babysitting our friends the Carakers’ 

hamster and Caitlin has been toting 

the little critter everywhere.  She 

loves dogs, cats, pretty much any-

thing with fur.     

Seth simply super 

Seth has been humming 

along for the last 

year.  He 

has 

gone 

through 

five pair 

of glass-

es and 

these 

days is 

almost 

holding his 

own in the 

non-stop 

wrestling 

match he has 

going with 

Jake, the two of 

them thundering 

around the 

house like a herd 

of bison. 

Seth has started 

participating in Cub 

Scouts this year.  He 

has a couple good 

friends who also go, 

so he always has a 

good time.   

The really big thing for 

Seth lately has been 

Bionicles.  They are made 

by Lego, but they hardly 

resemble the Legos I 

played with when I was 

eight.   

Seth has started reading a lot 

more lately, getting into that Witte 

family staple, Calvin and Hobbes.  

He enjoys the woodworking 

clinics at Home Depot and 

Lowes, and still loves to 

draw. 

How can you not love this 

kid? 

 Joy’s story 

Joy has had a challeng-

ing year, facing the end of 

her decade-long position at 

the Worker’s Compensation Appel-

late Commission.   

Her one-year term ended at the 

end of October and although she 

has applied for her old job, for now 

she is enjoying the life of a stay-at-

home mom.  “More time for hugs,” 

she says. 

Joy participated in a bowling 

league with several other moms, 

and even went so far as to buy her 

own bowling shoes.  She and Carole 

Caraker have become thick as 

thieves.  I just try to stay out of the 

way.   

Joy continues as a Picture Lady at 
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school for the eighth year, this time 

in Seth’s class.  It has been a great 

experience for her as she learns 

more and more about art.   

This spring Joy 

and I bought a 

three-acre 

wooded parcel 

of land on the 

Grand River and 

she has been 

very busy re-

searching ideas 

for a house.  She 

is very excited 

about this pro-

ject.  

She has been a wonderful support 

for me in the last couple of months 

as I deal with dad’s death and help 

my mom.   

Of course, she is cute as ever.   

Captain Corvair 

This has been a very eventful 

year for me.  I hired a new as-

sociate, John Runcie, and a 

new secretary/office manager, 

Michele Allswede.  I am very 

thankful to have Michele and 

John working for me.  They 

have been a huge help. 

Did I mention that Jake and 

Allie and I went to the Corvair na-

tionals in Pennsylvania this summer?  

There are more details on my web 

page at 

www.wittelaw.com/personal. 

I also bought another Corvair this 

spring, a ’65 Monza convertible.  I 

promptly blew the motor up, so I 

had to scrounge up a used motor 

and install it.  I drove the car to a 

Corvair 

show in 

Detroit 

and then 

found out 

that the 

part that 

came up 

missing 

from the 

transmis-

sion is 

actually 

needed.  

Now that will have to be fixed…. 

I stopped playing racquetball for 

most of this year due to a knee inju-

ry.  I had surgery on my knee this 

November, and hopefully I will soon 

be back on the court.  I miss the 

exercise.   

I did manage to get the Firebird 

out on the track a couple of times.  

There is no doubt that flogging a car 

on the track is 

one of the best 

stress-relievers 

known to man.   

Summer 

adventures 

One of the 

highlights for 

the whole fami-

ly was our 

camping trip to Michigan’s Upper 

Peninsula.   

Joy’s sister, Gay Ellen, was along 

for the trip, and she was a great 

help with dishes, cooking and chas-

ing the kids.  

We had a fabulous time visiting 

sights like the Big Springs, Pictured 

Rocks, the Taquamenon Falls, and 

the Soo Locks.  We spent one day 

just tracking down waterfalls we 

read about in a book I was given by 

one of my clients.      

I am hoping that we make at least 

one or maybe two major camping 

trips a year in the coming years.  Joy 

and I both enjoyed camping with 

our families as kids and we think it’s 

an important part of family life.   

Even though a lot of people have 

stories of camping disasters, I 

have to say that this trip was 

an unqualified success.  Of 

course, the Suburban did 

eat its alternator leaving the 

driveway, but we man-

aged…. 

We all hope that your 

family has a great holiday 

and that, in the words of 

Counting Crows, next year 

will be better than the last. 

—The Wittes 
Please keep in touch: 

Norman and Joy Witte 

904 Turner Street 

DeWitt, Michigan 48820 

(517) 669-5743 

ncwitte@wittelaw.com 

jlwitte@wittelaw.com 


