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Introduction 
I was just reading through last year’s 

WITTE TIMES as I deleted text and pic-
tures to start this one.  I liked the head-
lines so much that I’m sure I can’t beat 

that.  Maybe I am passing the point of 
diminishing returns. Still, I liked my crea-
tivity with this first one.  Impressive, 
right? 

So, quickly here, we exchanged ex-
change students (two left, two others 
came) which means I have even more to 
write about.  I’ll try to get this done as 
quickly as possible, but please have pa-
tience.  We’ve got a lot of ground to cov-
er, so come on.  Let’s go! 

 College 
for Caitlin  

Caty is now in college.  
Four kids in college:  
hard to believe, i$n’t it?   

She had a bit of a roll-
er-coaster ride at school 
this year.  Early last year 
she decided that she was 
interested in enrolling in 
The Early College pro-
gram at Lansing Com-
munity College.  The 

program takes high school juniors and 
lasts three years.  Instead of attending 
high school for their last two years the 
students have the opportunity to earn 
their high school diploma and an associ-
ate’s degree in three years.   

The catch is that 
only public school 
students may par-
ticipate in the pro-
gram.  So in order 
to improve her 
odds, Caty trans-
ferred from Lan-
sing Christian to 
Holt High School 
last spring. 

That didn’t 
work. 

Holt was only 
able to 
put her 

on a waiting list, so this summer 
she transferred to Eaton Rapids, 
and then to Williamston, which 
is where she is enrolled now.  
Not that she ever goes there, 
because all of her classes are at 
LCC in downtown Lansing.  
Confused?  Good. 

The program is very challeng-
ing and she has a very heavy 
homework load.  She wanted to 
participate on the Williamston 

swim and dive team and did for a short 
time but the driving distance and home-
work just made it impossible.  This is ap-
parently common at The Early College.  

Caty was an intern for the Republican 
Party this summer.  She enjoyed the job 
and did very well there.  You saw the re-
sults of her work this fall.  Very impres-
sive.  

She has completed the first phase of 
driver’s ed and is learning to drive a stick.  
She’s a good driver and she looks good in 
the Mercedes (more about that later).  She 
says none of her classmates drive a manu-
al transmission car.  She must keep the 
legacy alive.   

Music continues to be a big thing for 
Caty.  She got a new guitar for her birth-
day, albeit a little late (sorry, honey).  
She’s hoping to record another CD over 
break, which would be a wonderful thing. 

Hard to believe that my little girl is in 
college but there it is.  We’re so proud of 
her!  

Indicate, Don’t 
Illustrate 

Seth is in his second year at the College 
for Creative Studies in their transporta-
tion design program.  Every time he 
comes home from school he brings home 
fascinating drawings.  It’s amazing how 
quickly he is improving.  

One of the things that they teach is to 

Bad news.  I just found out that I’m a fictional character.  You have no idea how 
disappointed I am.  I have always believed in Santa Claus. 
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“indicate, not illustrate.”  The idea when 
they are sketching is to be able to get ideas 
on paper quickly.  It’s not necessary to 
perfectly render a windshield wiper be-
cause we all know what that is.  To en-
courage this and rapidly improve their 
skills the students are required to draw a 
lot. 

 

 

 

 

 
He has also had metalworking and 

woodworking classes to learn to fabricate.  
This semester he’s building a car interior. 

Last year’s classes culminated in a cable 
car race.  Each student designed and con-

structed a cable 
car designed to 
race down a 
cable in the 
parking ramp.  
Seth earned an 
award for the 
sleekest design.  
Joy, Caty and I 
went to watch 
the races and it 
was a very fun 
day. 

Seth re-
turned to Car 
Shine Restora-
tions this 
summer.  He’s 
moved up from just sanding to doing 
quite a few other tasks.  He worked on a 
lot of different classic cars and really en-
joys working with Bob and Carlos.   

Seth has found a group of great friends 
at CCS.  When he comes home he fre-
quently has a couple classmates in tow.  

We had his friends Lucas and Kevin (af-
fectionately known as “Dingus”) stay 
with us for Thanksgiving and it was 
wonderful to have them, along with 
Seth’s local friends, Aaron and Ben. 

When we go to visit him it seems a lit-
tle strange to be around the college area in 
mid-town Detroit all these years after Joy 
and I lived there, but he does seem to be 
enjoying his time in Detroit.  It’s the Mo-
tor City, after all. 

Globetrotting with 
Allison 

Allie had a very eventful 2014.  Her year 
started with snowy trip to Chicago.  2013 
ended with an incredible snow storm that 

left us without power for ten days and left 
most of the Midwest buried in snow.  In 
the middle of all of this Allie was sup-
posed to fly out of O’Hare Airport in 
Chicago to travel to Liverpool for a se-
mester in England. 

The day of her departure, I-94 was 
closed in southwest Michigan due to con-

ditions.  Plan B was a 
train trip to Chicago, 
followed by a cab ride 
to the airport.  What 
should have been a 
couple hour train trip 
turned into something 
like six or seven hours, 
but she made her 
flight—with half an 
hour to spare. 

Here’s a link to my 
video of Michigan con-
ditions that weekend: 

 
http://tinyurl.com/n3woklb  

Once she got to England, weather con-
ditions improved.  She took several classes 
at Liverpool Hope University and did 
very well.  Weekends were often spent 
visiting castles and nearby towns. 

For spring break she had the wonderful 
opportunity to travel to Barcelona with a 
friend.  After that she went to Abu Dhabi 
and spent a week with Arlene Fontanetti, 
who was an exchange student with our 
family when I was in high school.  She 
had a great time on both trips and spent a 
little time in Dublin, Ireland on her way 
back to England. 

Joy and I celebrated our 25th anniversary 
by meeting up with Allie in London and 

http://tinyurl.com/n3woklb
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spending a week with her there.  I’ll save 
some of the details of that trip for later. 

Allie’s now back at the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  She could 
graduate this year but she wants to go an 
extra year to earn a dual degree.  She may 
go to law school when she is done at 
Point.  She took the LSAT this fall and 
did very well on it.  Another lawyer in the 
family?  Maybe…. 

She continues to work as technical crew 
for the student events staff and was pro-
moted to lead tech.  She has also contin-
ued her involvement with Daisho Con, a 
fan convention hosted in the Wisconsin 
Dells every year by a Point student group.  
The con has been growing rapidly, 3,000 
attended this year, and Allie has taken on 
a lot of responsibility for the event.  She is 
is in the running to co-chair it next year. 

The weekend of 
the event (just 
before Thanks-
giving) she goes 
without sleep for 
days on end and 
runs like a mani-
ac to get her 
work done but 
she loves it. 

The 
Paper 
Chase 

Jake completed his degree in 
Communications Studies at Grand 
Valley State University and graduat-
ed with honors.  He finished college 
very strongly and we are proud of 
what he accomplished. 

This summer he took the LSAT 
and his score earned him a full-ride three-
year scholarship at Western Michigan 
University Cooley Law School here in 
Lansing.  He started this fall and so far 
law school is going very well.  With the 
scholarship and living at home, his only 
school expense is for books, so that’s a 
pretty sweet deal.  

Jake and his girlfriend Lindsey enjoyed 
living in the same town last year while 
they were both attending Grand Valley.  
They are back in the long-distance-
relationship mode.  I know it’s hard on 
them but they make it work; they cele-
brated their fifth year dating anniversary 
this year. 

Jake was an intern for the Michigan 
Republican Party this summer as well and 
did a lot of research and writing for them.  
He got the assist for Caitlin. 

Lately he’s been refinishing the furni-
ture (wood parts) on his AK-47.  He is 
doing a very painstaking, high quality job.  
I’m impressed with his patience and at-
tention to detail.   

I know it’s not easy living at home 
when you’re 23 but we are really enjoying 
having him here for this season of his life.  

Farewell to “My 
Friend” 

Guannan, our first exchange student, 
graduated from Lansing Christian this 
spring.  After living with us for three 
years, he is probably permanently twisted 
and scarred.  We miss him. 

His parents came see him graduate and 
it was a real pleasure to meet them.  They 
don’t speak much English but Guannan 
did a faithful job of translating (we 
think).  After they left here they spent a 
couple weeks exploring the western Unit-
ed States before returning to China.   

Guannan came back to the U.S. this fall 
to start mechanical engineering studies at 
the University of Massachusetts.  He’s 
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enjoying his roommate and classes but I 
am sure he desperately misses us.  How 
can he not? 

Jihad Goes South 
Jihoon, a/k/a Andy, a/k/a Jihad, was 

our other graduating senior last year.  We 
really enjoyed having this happy young 
South Korean with us.  He’s hilarious and 
was the perfect foil for Guannan’s dry 
humor. 

Jihad, er, Jihoon pitched on LCS’s base-
ball team and looked really good doing it.  
He’s a very good pitcher. 

Jihoon spent the summer looking dash-
ing in and around Incheon, and retaking 
the SAT and ACT.  He went to Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida 
this fall but I think he’s not going to pur-
sue that further.  
His original plan 
was to become an 
air traffic control-
ler, a lucrative ca-
reer in the United 
States, but he 
found out that it’s 
much less attrac-
tive in Korea, so 
he’s considering 
other options.  By 
Korean law, he has 
to start 18 months 
of mandatory mili-
tary service right 
about now so he 
has some time to think about his options 
while he completes his duties. 

Jihoon came back to Michigan for 
Thanksgiving and we were thrilled to see 

him.  I would 
like to think 
that he came 
back just to 
see us, but 
the fact that 
his brother 
lives in his 
old room 
here might 
have also had 
something to 
do with it.  
More on that 
in a minute…. 

Out 
with the 

Old, In 
with the 

New 

On to our new 
exchange stu-
dents!  I’ll start 
with Jianqiao 
Wang, known 
around these 
parts as Carl.  
Carl comes to us 
from the city of 

Korla in the far western part of China.  
(Factoid:  China only has one time zone.) 

Carl, a junior at Lansing Christian, is a 
very happy, pleasant young man. (He is 

on the right in the picture above, with 
Glenn—up next—on the left.)  I can only 
imagine how hard it is to start school in a 
new country in a different language.  His 
English is steadily improving and he is 

very good-natured about being dragged 
along to car shows.  Actually, I think he 
enjoys it. 

Carl has started on the JV basketball 
team and will be eligible to play next se-
mester (exchange students are automati-
cally ineligible their first semester).  Look 
for victorious basket shooting pictures in 
next year’s newsletter. 

And Last, but 
Certainly not Least 

The eighth of our ever-growing brood1 
is Jinyoung Ha, Andy’s younger brother, 
who goes by Glenn.  Glenn is a freshman 
at LCS so we may have him with us for 
four years. 

Glenn is a quiet boy but he has a devil-
ish sense of humor.  He is doing great in 
school and is quick to lend a hand around 
the house.  Like Carl, he’s been dragged to 
Olympic Broil for plenty of car shows and 
has survived the artery-clogging fried 
food there quite well.   

 
Glenn is singing in choir at school and 

has a great bass voice, a surprise from 
someone so young.  Or Jinyoung, in this 
case.  (See how I did that?) 

                                                 
1 Or ninth, since Jennifer Smith, Allison’s 
former roommate, lived with us for much of 
the year.  She’s now living closer to MSU’s 
campus, where she is attending. 
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I’m looking forward to standing next to 
him when the old farts are invited on 
stage to sing Messiah with the choir at the 
annual LCS Christmas concert.  I need 
someone to cover my mistakes.   

And Now We Have 
Here my Lovely Wife 

Now for the news about Joy.  Joy con-
tinues to be an amazing wife, mother, 
daughter, attorney and friend.  She has 
been running and swimming a lot with 
Erin House, who lives across the street.  
“Run three, swim one!” Joy ran another 
5K this fall and won her age bracket.  I 

think I would do better 
if I drove the 5K.  I 
could do that. 

She continues to chair 
the board at Hidden 
Treasures thrift store 

and to volun-
teer regularly 
there.  The 
store, which 
supports LCS, 
is doing very 
well. 

Joy handles 
the vast majori-
ty of our land-
lord tenant 
hearings and is 
an invaluable 

part of our firm’s legal team.  I greatly 
appreciate all the work she does. 

Somewhere in between everything else 
she does the chauffeur thing, driving kids 
everywhere they need to go. 

As previously mentioned, we spent a 
week in June in England in celebration of 
our 25th anniversary (the picture with the 
Imperial, below, was taken before we left 
on the actual date we had on the actual 
date).  We spent time in London and Do-

ver (see the white cliffs?) and had a won-
derful visit.  This was our second trip to 
England (we spent our 9th anniversary 
there), our first with one of our kids.  It 
was a wonderful way to celebrate a great 
quarter-century of marriage.  I’m looking 
forward to the next one. 

My Part in the Farce 
So we all know that the part about me is 

usually just about cars.  That’s the case 
this year.  We went to Topsail Island for 
spring break and I found a car in the gar-
age of the house we rented.  I also bought 
that car, a 1985 Mercedes 280SL which was 
purchased new in El Salvador by an em-
ployee of the U.S. embassy. 

In the coldest part of March my friend 
Bruce Weeks and I took a road trip to 
Iowa to pick up a Corvair Bruce was buy-
ing from my other friends John and Tere-
sa Miller.  It was the coldest good time I 
have had in a while. A video ensued: 

http://tinyurl.com/lu36z9f  

http://tinyurl.com/lu36z9f
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I spent a lot of time this summer work-
ing on the Mercedes and the Imperial.  
We also finally got the bugs ironed out of 
the Corvair convertible which is now 
running great.  High points for the year 

for me included taking various groups of 
us to the Detroit Auto Show, Autorama, 
the Woodward Dream Cruise, the Grand 
Rapids Metro Cruise and numerous 

cruise-ins at our 
local Olympic 
Broil.  For me 
it’s not just the 
cars but the 
time as a family 
that makes it 
special.  I am 
incredibly for-
tunate to have a 
wife that not 
only tolerates 
but encourages 
my hobby.  

She’s the best.  

Jake, Caty and I made a cool video of 
the Mercedes, which you can see here: 

http://tinyurl.com/lxx8fce  

This fall I took the Mercedes on a road 
trip to Washington, DC to 
spend a long weekend with my 
good friend John Naber. We had 
a wonderful visit and I also got 
to meet the original owner of the 
Mercedes, Jim Trum, who is in 
the picture with me at the bot-
tom right of this page. 

In case you hadn’t guessed, 
Joy got me a GoPro for Christ-
mas last year.  Here are a couple 
other movies if you liked the 
others.  Snowmobiles: 

http://tinyurl.com/lopxqgm  

Tractor: 

http://tinyurl.com/k4w5qfw  

Family News 
As previously mentioned, we went to 

Topsail Island again this year for spring 
break.  Also along were my mother, Joy’s 
parents, Joy’s sister Gay Ellen, Caty’s 
friend Anne, Guannan and Jihoon.  The 
rest of our kids were not able to come be-
cause their college schedules unfortunate-
ly didn’t coincide with the LCS school 
schedule.   

We also made a couple of visits to the 
Kalamazoo Air Zoo. It’s a great little mu-
seum. 

Not too much earth-shattering is going 
on in either of our extended families.  

Our house is always busy with kids and 
their friends.  We love the bustle and 
though we know it won’t last, these are 
good days.  I hope your year was also 
good, and that you and your family have a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Oh, and nine newsletter car pictures 
this year.  I think that’s a record for me. 

 

—The Wittes 
Please keep in touch: 

Norman and Joy Witte 
10711 W. Jolly Road 

Lansing, Michigan 48911 
(517) 913-5111 

ncwitte@wittelaw.com  
jlwitte@wittelaw.com 

www.wittelaw.com/personal  
This and past issues: 

www.wittelaw.com/personal/times 
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